
NORLOY

Norloy is a bamboo shoot that comes from a specifi c bamboo species 
only found in a few northern provinces in dispersed locations. While 
known locally for it’s special eating qualities, it is becoming increasingly 
popular in provincial towns as well as Vientiane. Peculiar to Norloy, this 
bamboo shoot is hollow.  It is also starting to be used for drinking straws 
to replace plastic straws in high end restaurants.  While it is abundant 
in the wild, its cultivation is being promoted.

Production

• Norloy is grown by 105 households in 5 villages in one district: 
Houameuang.
• Norloy is available from August – November.
• Farmers have now planted 20 hectares of Norloy to supplement 
wild populations.
• 5 groups of farmers in the fi ve villages have been trained on 
Norloy production.
• 69 tons of Norloy are harvested from the plantations, at a rate 
of 3.4 tons/hectare.
• 28 hectares of land have been zoned for Norloy cultivation.
• Evidence shows that neighboring communities are now 
beginning to cultivate this important species.

Marketing

• Marketing of Norloy is undeveloped, with local buyers and 
traders mainly selling to local markets.
• Roadside sales of Norloy in 5 locations are still important for 
substantial sales. 
• Some farmers and traders are now packaging and shipping to 
distant markets, including Vientiane.
• Norloy prices in the market fl uctuate between 5,000 to 12,000 
Kip per kilogram.

Opportunities

• Expand Norloy production within existing villages and expand 
to other villages.
• Provide technical support and variety selection capacities to 
new villages.
• Develop village level plans that clearly delineate areas for 
permanent 
Norloy production with tenure arrangements.
• Develop new markets and market chain actors. 
• Promote Norloy via signs, better packaging 
and collaboration in major district, provincial 
markets and roadside markets.
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